
Petzi and friends (1) 

Why do young children like this game?
 • Young children often have a cuddly toy, a puppet, a doll, a blanket, etc. as playmates. They belong to 

the children and they are present when needed: They comfort children, make them happy; they fall 
asleep and wake up together; they are on the children’s side for comfort and to be talked to.

 • This game is fun for young children, because it focuses on those favourite playmates which no one 
knows better than they do. Thus, they are experts and are therefore highly motivated to share their 
expertise with adults. The game incidentally also supports children’s language development.

 • This game can be played with one or more children and it works especially well with young children 
(up to the age of four).

How do we play this game?
 • Each player brings his/her cuddly toy and introduces it: What is its name? What does it like and what 

is it good at? Why do I like it so much? Etc.

 • Next, the cuddly toys go to sleep: They are covered with a big cloth. Players take turns to pull one of 
the toys from under the cloth and hand it back to the “owner” whilst describing the toy, e.g. “Mum, 
this is your Petzi!”; “This puppy has a yellow tail!”; “The green crocodile belongs to Tim.”

More ideas …
 • Questions are an important support for children as they easily prompt them to talk about something, 

e.g. “Has your Petzi fallen asleep in your bed?”; “Does it like to come along in the car?”. These are 
simple “yes” or “no” questions which your child can answer with one single word.

 • “Does Petzi sleep in your bed or does it sleep on the couch?”: Questions like these leave your child the 
choice to select an answer: “Yes, it is sleeping under my cover.”; or “No, it sleeps on the couch”. He/she  
can of course give a completely different answer: “No, Petzi is sleeping in a box”.

 • “Where does your Petzi sleep?”: There are several possible answers to this open question, and it is 
therefore a little more challenging to answer than the other ones.

This game can be played with many other toys that are dear to your child: toy cars and other playing 
figures, shoes and purses, hairpins, etc.

What do we need to play this game? 
 • One cuddly toy per player

 • A large cloth or blanket


