
Petzi and friends (2) 

Why do young children like this game?
 • Young children often have a cuddly toy, a puppet, a doll, a blanket, etc. as playmates. They belong to 

the children and they are present when needed: They comfort children, make them happy; they fall 
asleep and wake up together; they are on the children’s side for comfort and to be talked to.

 • This game is fun for young children, because it focuses on those favourite playmates which no one 
knows better than they do. Thus, they are experts and are therefore highly motivated to share their 
expertise with adults. The game incidentally also supports children’s language development.

 • “Petzi and friends” can be played with one or more children and it works especially well with young 
children.

How do we play this game?
 • Each player brings a cuddly toy. The teddy bears, puppets, dolls, etc. are put to bed by covering them 

with a large blanket.

 • Who has been sneaking under the cover? While the players close their eyes, another stuffed animal 
is being slipped under the cover. Then, the cover is removed. After opening their eyes, the players try 
to find out as fast as possible who the intruder is and whom it belongs to.

 • Who is missing? Eyes are closed again and one of the cuddly toys is removed. The players try to 
guess as quickly as possible which cuddly toy is missing. This variation of the game is a bit more 
difficult than the first one, because children need to describe the missing toy, meaning they have to 
talk about something that they cannot see.

 • Who has been moved? After everyone closing their eyes, two toys switch places. Once the cover has 
been removed, the players describe the changes. It is important to observe carefully, because nothing 
has been added nor removed, just little something has been changed and this needs to be detected 
and described.

More ideas …
 • The more stuffed animals you use, the more complicated the game becomes. With fewer toys, it is of 

course easier for your child to keep the overview.

 • For young children, it is easier to tell which toy it is or whose toy it is (e.g. “This is Ben’s rabbit!”; “Oh, 
look, this is Sponge-Bob!”) than to describe it (e.g. “The rabbit with the blue tail is missing.”). You can 
help your child by inviting him/her to join you in the description, (e.g. “Let’s see, Mummy’s toy is still 
there, but ...”) or by asking questions that your child likes to answer (e.g. “What does Maria’s teddy 
bear look like? Does it have a blue tail?”; “No Mum, it’s tail is red!”).

 • This game can be played with many other toys that are dear to your child: 
toy cars and other playing figures, shoes and purses, hairpins, etc.

What do we need to play this game?
 • A cuddly toy per player

 • A large cloth or blanket


