
Petzi and friends (3) 

Why do young children like this game? 
 • Young children often have a cuddly toy, a puppet, a doll, a blanket, etc. as playmates. They belong to 

the children and they are present when needed: They comfort children, make them happy; they fall 
asleep and wake up together; they are on the children’s side for comfort and to be talked to.

 • This game is fun for young children, because it focuses on those favourite playmates which no one 
knows better than they do. Thus, they are experts and are therefore highly motivated to share their 
expertise with adults. The game incidentally also supports children’s language development.

 • This game can be played with one or more children and it works especially well with young children.

How do we play this game?
 • Each player brings his or her cuddly toy/stuffed animal.

 • Petzi, where are you hiding? Your child chooses some cuddly toys and is asked to close his/her eyes. 
You put the toys to sleep by covering them with a large blanket/cover whilst the players close their 
eyes. Then your child needs to find his/her favourite toy by touching the sleeping stuffed animals 
hidden under the blanket with his/her hands.

 • Whose toy is it? Your child blindly chooses one toy from under the blanket and describes what he/she 
feels (a soft nose, a short tail, long ears, it is fluffy, etc.) and the other players try to guess which or 
whose animal your child describes.

 • Can you find mum’s toy? One player is designated and your child tries to find the corresponding toy 
under the blanket. If your child thinks to have found the right one, he/she can pull it out from under 
the blanket. If it is not the one, he/she has been looking for, your child has another try.

 • Players take turns.

More ideas …
 • The more stuffed animals you use, the more complicated the game becomes. With fewer toys, it is of 

course easier for your child to keep the overview.

 • For young children, it is easier to tell which toy it is or whose toy it is (e.g. “This is Ben’s rabbit!”; “Oh, 
look, this is Sponge-Bob!”) than to describe it (e.g. “The rabbit with the blue tail is missing.”). You can 
help your child by inviting him/her to join you in the description (e.g. “Let’s see, Mummy’s toy is still 
there, but ...” ) or by asking questions that your child likes to answer (e.g. “What does Maria’s teddy 
bear look like? Does it have a blue tail?”; “No Mum, it’s tail is red!”).

 • This game can be played with many other toys that are dear to your child: 
toy cars and other playing figures, shoes and purses, hairpins, etc.

What do we need to play this game?
 • At least one stuffed toy per player

 • One large blanket or cover


